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[ believe in God who created all things and I also believe in the sun in the sky
as the star which warms our earth. But I do not believe in them in the same
way. | believe in the sun because I have seen it, but [ believe in God by faith.

But suppose for a moment that I had never seen the sun, and you told me
AAT 66 EO8 'TA 1 A0G8O OAU OEAO ) AAI
i ETTETT TEIAO AxAU AT A EOB8 O Ilofr®lmeér
So, having never seen the sun, [ would be accepting the existence of the sun by
faith. But also notice this: even if I refused to believe you, that would not
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make the sun any less real. It would still be there whether I believed you or
not. My faith, or lack of it, would have absolutely no effect on the fact of
whether the sun actually existed or not.

But I have seen the sun. Not believing in it is hardly an option for me, unless I
become unreasonable in my thinking. . But [ have not seen God, so unbelief in
Him is an option. But my refusing to believe in God still would not make Him
any less real! Just like with the sun, my belief in God, or lack of it, does not
make Him any more or less real than He is. It has absolutely no effect on the
fact of whether God actually exists or not.

*AOOO OAEAR O! OEh AT A EO OEAIT AA CEQAI

it shall be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks

AET AOh AT A O EEI xET (MattHeWAEZBhFaith@ anOE A |
option. God has left convincing evidence, but does not force me to believe. It is

up to me. If [ seek Him I will find Him. If I choose not to seek Him, then I will

find something else. One who has sought and found God develops an
awareness of His existence and presence, and this knowledge of God is based

on the evidence the Lord Himself has provided. And no amount of sin and
unbelief in the world can change the reality of God. Neither does the fact that I

accept Him by faith mean that my belief is not valid, for I have sought and

found Him.

O' OAAOAO 71 OEO 4EAT 4EAO
O888AT A EA xEIl OBPAAE x1 OAO O1 |
John 14:11,12
By Jon W. Quinn

There are many directives given in the New Testament telling us to be busy in
the kingdom and not to neglect the work of discipleship. The parables of Jesus
emphasized this over and over, so we'd best pay attention. We must not bury
our talent. We must not spurn the Lord's invitation to the feast. We must not
allow ourselves to run out of oil. We must not be asleep when the Lord
returns. We must be faithful in a few things so He will put us in charge of
many things. We must not put our hands to the plow and then look back. All
these figures and metaphors, and many others, are used by Jesus to illustrate
His intense interest that we be diligent in our endeavors in His name.
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What can [ do? Can [ make a difference? It's a big world. There's a lot of
wickedness. Sometimes we may doubt that we can do much about it. We're
wrong to think that way. Allowing oneself to become involved where he/she
influences one person to obey the gospel is a very, very great thing. It affects
an eternal outcome. There are not many things you can do in this world that
will result in an everlasting good, but some things you and I can do will
accomplish just that

Jesus put it this way: "Believe Me that [ am in the Father and the Father
is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. Truly, truly, I
say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and

COAAOAO x1 OEO OEAT OEAOA EA xEIIT -Ain

12).

4EEO DPAOOACA EAO 1 #O0A1T AAAT 1 EOOI

refer to works that Jesus promises the apostles that if they believe, that they

OEAIlT Ai8 7EAO AOA OEAOA OCOAAOAOO

xI OEO6 Of AAUe

4EAOA O' OAAOAO 71 OEOG6 ! OA .1 O - EOAAI A

I AAT OAET ¢ O1 OiiAh OEA OCOAAOAO

X

being performed in their so-AAT 1 AA Of EOAAT A OAOOH

misunderstanding of this passage, and obscures the point Jesus is actually
making. Instead, He is talking about being involved in something greater than
miracles.

&EOOOh OEA NOAI E OtodayldéEs notieerOcAndphrdt® 6
what was done by Jesus. Oh, you may hear of some being done today, but
when challenged, those making such claims are unable to back up their claim
with any verifiable demonstration. If you are like me, you may have heard
reports, but you have never witnessed an obvious miracle. The Lord's
miracles were undeniable and spectacular. He healed hopeless lepers,
cripples, and people blind from birth. And we must not forget that He raised
some from the dead! Find the fellow who will do these kinds of things in your
presence - then you'll have something.

Led To Do Greater Works

It is clear that the Lord made a distinction between miracles that had
been done by Him and  His apostles and a greater work that they would do if
they believed.
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&EOOOh OEEO OCOAAOAO x1 OE6 xAO AADPRAI

This cannot refer to miracles because they were already being done. So what
was it that could not take place until Jesus went to the Father?

Up until the ascension, the gospel was proclaimed as the good news of

what was going to happen. After the ascension, the gospel was proclaimed as
an established fact ( Mark 1:14,15; Luke 24:44-49). This is because the
foundation of the gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. Before
His death, the good news was that He would become our Savior. After the
cross, the good news was that He had become our Savior. (1 Corinthians 15:1-
4).

) O xAO T AAAOOGAOU &I O *AOOO OflolySpmit A x
to guide the apostles unto all the truth. (John 16:55-pv Q8 4EEO 00O
OCi OPAiI 68 )OO EO OEA DPOAAAEEI C 1T &£ OEA
* AOOOAI Aih OEAO EO OEA OCOAAOAO x1 OEQ
the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, and all the ramifications of it for
us. (1 Peter 1:10-12; 1 Corinthians 2:12,13).

Are You Ready To Do Greater Works?

Were miracles done so we might have the gospel, or was the gospel
preached so that we might have miracles? The answer is that miracles were
done to confirm that the gospel, as it was being delivered, was truly from God
(Hebrews 2:2-4). The verified gospel was the goal of miracles; to do miracles
was not the goal of the gospel.

This great work of preaching the gospel of Jesus, and Him crucified, and
raised again, could only begin after the deed had been done (Acts 2:32-33;
36).

For example, God, through Paul, raised Eutychus from the dead (Acts
20:91-12). That gave evidence that the gospel he preached was of God. That is
why it was important (1 Corinthians 1:21-25). Miracles have done their job.
They confirmed the gospel, which has been completely delivered. It is no
longer being delivered today, we have it all (1 Corinthians 13:8-10; Jude 3).
7A EAOA OEA ci OpAih AT A OEA OCOAAOAQ
teach it to others. Paul raised Eutychus from the dead. You cannot do a great
work like that, but the work that you can do is greater. You can teach someone

4 | Expository Files — October, 2010

AL
H O
G

(




the soul-saving gospel (Matthew 16:26). By the gospel you teach, one who
receives it can be forgiven and made spiritually alive in Christ (Ephesians 2:1-

7; 1:7; 1:13,14). You, as a teacher of God's word, are an important link in God's
will to save the lost (Romans 10:8-15). What a truly great experience it is to
AA OAT O ACAETh 110 1T &£ AT OOOPOEAT A O
T A xEEAE 1 EOAO AT A AAEAAO A& OAOAOOG
talk with Cornelius, he was sent with a message (Acts 11:13,14). You have the
same message to take to the world today. It is the power of God unto eternal
salvation. There is simply no greater work than that. If you could raise the
dead, they would live a few more years and then die again. The greater work
entails a gospel, which if believed and obeyed, involves living eternally even if

we should die. Itis ours to believe, obey and teach unto others.

Building Up
2 Corinthians 11:3-8
By Eddie Pagan

The apostle Paul had an interesting relationship with the church in Corinth.
He made two trips that we know of with certainty and at least one other
seems likely (2 Cor 12:14; 13:1,2). The first of these visits extended for about
18 months 7 a length of time in one place exceeded only by his second visit to
Ephesus (Acts 18:11; 20:31).

Yet there appears to have been more opposition to Paul within the local
church than any other place he visited. This opposition accused Paul of

Al xAOAEAAR AlT1¢ xEOE [T AT U 1TOEAO AEAC
passionate defense Z but not of himself. He defends his apostleship (2 Cor 11-

12:13), which is the visible authority of Jesus Christ among them (11:4-6). If

they rejected Paul as an apostle, they also rejected Jesus as their Lord.

O

IwanttotakeaclosAO T T T E AO 0AOI 60 OAOPI T OA
things can fire up someone more than being publicly called a coward. Yet,
0AOI 60 OAPI U EO O1 AgPpAAOCAAT U |1 OOAAR A
boldness (12:2). Paul leaves no doubt that he speaks with the authority of

Jesus Christ, whether in letter or in person (2 Cor 11:3-8,11). Yet, he
recognizes the intent of that authority is not to tear down all opponents, but
instead to build them up (v.8).
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This gives us some insight into the patience of Paul in dealing with the
Corinthians. Although he never minimizes their sins, he demonstrates
amazing forbearance in dealing with this troubled church. How many

DOAAAEAOO AT A A1 AAOO x1 O1I A xAT O OI x|

that thA OA AOA A AEAx OEAO xi Ol A AA EADDU

OEi 6 AAGG8 "OOR Eix (AU xi Ol A AA xgi

did?

It really should not surprise us, because that is the attitude we see in our Lord.
Toward the end of His ministry, as the opposition of the Jewish leadership
became more hypocritical (John 12:42,43), Jesus proclaimed the importance
of believing in Him (vs.44-46). He recognized that some of them would not
keep (obey) His word, yet He testifies that He did not come to judge
(condemn) them, but to save them (vs.47,48). There is a time for judgment; it
is the last day. And those who continue to reject His word will be condemned
at that time by that word. But Jesus also recognized that this time is a time of
salvation (building up), not of condemnation (destroying). Paul could see Z as
a disciple of Jesus Z that his duty is the same. From some of what I have heard
in debate and read in mailing lists and journals, I wonder how well we
understand this concept. We must defend the authority of Jesus and His word
to our dying breath. We must shine the light of the gospel in every corner of
this world to expose every sin that hides in the darkness. We cannot have
harmony with those who will not walk with Christ (2 Cor 6:14-18). But, we
cannot forget the message of the gospel, and the attitude of disciples who
proclaim it, is to build up and save, not to condemn and destroy.

A Good Young Man
Phil. 2:19-24
Warren E. Berkley

19But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that | also may be
encouraged when | know your staté®For | have no one likeninded,who will
sincerely care for your state2iFor all seek their own, not the things which are of
Christ Jesus?2But you know his proven character, that as a son witis father
he served with me in the gospéBTherefore | hope to send him at once, asiso
as | see how it goes with mé*But | trust in the Lord that | myself shall also
come shortlyPhil. 2:19-24
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This letter was from the apostle Paul to the church at Philippi. But this section
is about the young man whose life was devoted to Christ, therefore of great
value to the Christians in Philippi.

Background

AET T OEUB O T1oadxAETI AEATT G deORs a hathv8 of Lystra (Paul
and Barnabas hadsisited in conjunction with their First Missionary Journgyt

is very possible that in that visit by gospel preachers to his hometown,
Timothy heard and obeyed the gospel, having been raised to respond to Godé O
Word by his mother and grandmother. Paul apparently wanted to help
develop this young man into a faithful Christian and gospel preacher, so
AEi T OEU AAAAI A 0 A OThépotenBaDfbrimatirity beCamda /A H
reality as Timothy became a close, trusted associate of the apostle Paul. And of
great importance to Christians in Ephesus, Philippi, Corinth and other places.

And would you consider, he is left behind in Berea to continue the work after

Paul is forced to leave because of threats against his life (Acts 17:14). During a

time of persecution he is sent to Thessalonica to strengthen the believer in

their faith (1 Thess. 3:1-3). He is sent to Macedonia from Ephesus with a
similar mission (Acts 19:22). ( A EO OAT O Adbrifg tkdoHing nd E A |
edification to the troubled church in Corinth (1 Cor. 4:17-21). He is apparently

sent to Philippi and perhaps returns with a monetary gift from that church

from Paul (Phil. 2:19; 4:15-16; Acts 18:5). He is instructed how to appoint
elders and deacons in the churches (1 Tim. 3). He accompanies Paul on his

last trip to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). (A EO AO Al T OA O1 8 AOI
final days.

One of the great friendships of the Bible and one of the meaningful examples
of how the older can lead the younger and how the younger can comfort the

olderis foundinthisPaul-4 EI T OEU 11T AAIT 8 , A060O OOOAUL
o" 60 ) OO0 O OuskoisendEnfothy | OA * A O
Ol Ui &6 OET OO0l U8 &6

I believe we need to connect dotshere. 0 AOI 6 0 ZAZAEOE EI #EOE
desire to send Timothy. What is that about? When you believe in Christ, your
confidence in Him compels you to rely on others whoplacetheir confidencein
Him. Paul is not going to send an unbeliever to the church at Philippi. Working
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for Christ; preaching Christ and edifying Christians 7 of course, when Paul
needs to send someone, he will send a believer in Christ.

~ ~ ~ - ~

But, will he send just any believer? No. 0 AOI 6 0 00000 ET #EQEC

to send one who was equipped for the task, a strong, faithful young man like
Timothy (enabled by Christ as Paul was, see 1 Tim. 1:12). And one result
would be, Paul would be encouraged. Paul would feel better about his
brethren, sending Timothy and then hearing from Timothy about their state.

What a valuable, desirable situation presented to us here. To have good young
men who can be trusted to do their best work, to conduct themselves with
integrity and take up the work of Christ, based on their trust in Him. Not just
blindly imitate the former generation, but dig deep for knowledge, rise above
any party loyalty and just preach the truth and live the truth. We need such
mentodayET COAAOAO 1 061 AAOOh 1T AT xET AOA

How many young men do you know, who want to preach the gospel; who want
to use their time and their livespreading the truth?

0&1 O ) EAiRefminded, | T A

who will sincerely care foryl OO0 OOAOA86

(AOGA Ui O AOGAO EAAOA AOEAN Uhld RAGhA h&dakel h
many (of whatever you are talking about), and they are easy to get! The
supply is not exhausted; finding and acquiring is not difficult.

Young men like Timothy, in the first century, were not OA AEi A A A

- - - P

They were hard to find. Fact is, they were so rare 0 é\f)‘l OAEAN Q)
like-mindedh @ ) 6 d O) EAOA T 1)9llTOA AAIT GO 1MAEHE A
like Timothy on every corner, in every family, or in every church Z not in large

- - - e~

numbers at least. 0 A O] OAEAR 0O) EAOA" GG OoiAN AA]
leave that as a vague statement; he explains that Timothy is the kind of man
who sincerely cares.

It is not original to me but you have heard or read this often: 0 AT D1 A AT |

care how much you know, until they know how much you care. Now I
think Timothy enjoyed a high level of knowledge. His mother and

grandmother taught Him from the Scriptures. 4 EI T OEU8 O OEI A x|E

doubt, involved much study and learning and maturing in knowledge. But
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Timothy had something alongside his knowledge z and that was, sincerity and
care for people!

There is nothing as cold as a man with knowledge and skill in imparting
ETTxI AACAh AOO xEI AT AOITHGs a@lMhw inJa A A (
gospel preacher. But the damage is present also in any Christian, who is high
on knowledge, but neutral or low in their care for people. Not a good match.

Timothy was a young gospel preacher who knew what he was talking about

but also, cared about who he was talking to! And in this virtue he was
imitating the Master Teacher, Jesus Christ. It can be said of Jesus: He loved the
Father; Heloved AT A ET Ax OE A u&like®ike}eSud Ioved pedple,8 "
and that love had such maturity and such depth z He suffered and died for
people.

Paul was a very caring person, and now Timothy follows that pattern in his
thinking and responding to people and their needs. We must acquire the
knowledge, but also 7 develop the heart of love and care for people z that will
equip us to reach people and help them, in their journey toward God. And if
we ever just focus on knowledge, and neglect this love and care for people, we
will die spiritually. And, at the core of what we are talking about is 7 an
attitude of unselfish humility (see Phil. 2:1-5).

O0&1 O Al OAAE OEAEO 1 x1h

1TO OEA OEEI CO xEEAE AOA 1T £ #EOEOO * A
4ET OA xET OOAA&im@£ddzEnOroddsi1660 EAOA O |
too far to find people who are self-seeking. 4 E A O 8 afxitudefithe world,

and has always been the root of sin 7 self-seeking. 0 AOI 6 O AT 1 FER

Timothy included his awareness that4) - / 4 (9 7! 3.64 ,) +%
ELSE. He was rare, because of the activity of his faith in Christ. He was not the
kind of man Z who just looks out for his own interests!!

If we could fill churches and families with this unselfish humility, with people
who do not seek their own, we cannot begin to imagine the good we would see
to the glory of God; and the growth that would take off. Timothy was the kind
of person who did not seek his own interests but, the last part of verse 21

~ ~ - P A~

OAUOIOEBGOED xEEAE AOA T AE£ #EOEOO *AOOOH
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the NIV: THENTERESTS OF JESUS CHRIST?

Respecting and glorifying the Creator. Appreciating and being a recipient of
His grace. Learning and obeying His truth. Teaching and helping others
toward God. Rejecting the appeal of the world, by embracing and participating
in the things that are holy and right and eternal.

These things Timothy had on his mind every day, and he was, therefore,
motivated Z not to serve himself, but devoted to the interests of Jesus Christ.
This is why Paul sent him.

Phil. 2:22-24
0" 00 UT O EiTx EEO POI OAT AEAOAAOAOh QE/
me in the gospel. Therefore | hope to send him at once, as soon as | see how it
Cil A0 xEOE i1 Ag "O00O ) 00000 ET OEA ,1 OA ¢
) T EEA OEAO AgGPOAOOEIT T AXE AROA AXORBDBAOQ |IE
O4EITOEU EAO PDAIOODA AE E IOE AKaEsvidgeidd beA A O A A
acquired and remembered. Association with good people can be claimed and
documented. Character is proven! Itis demonstrated through daily behavior
and as that behavior becomes consistent, it is clear: the person has
character.

Character is who you are inside 7 including thoughts, motives, will, care and
affection. There must be knowledge to form and guide character. But
character is more than just knowledge. It is the personal application of
knowledge inside that shows itself in consistent daily behavior. Paul trusted
AEI T OEU AAAAOORE AGRA EENOO8® O1 OAT

Each one of us should be involved with God and His Word z with such purpose
Zwe AAOAT T B ODBOIT O includesE dhedythn® db2B/él about
Timothy in this passage: the sincere care, the devotion to Christ and the
willingness to be sent and used in the cause of Christ. 00 OT O OIAADR D ¢

should be emerging in us Z a little more every day.

So Paul said to the church at Philippi: Here is the man for thejob. ( AOAS O OEJA
preacher I trust.
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19But | trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that | also may be

encouragedwvhen | know your state2°For | have no one likeninded, who will

sincerely care for your state?!For all seek their own, not the things which are of

Christ Jesus?2But you know his proven character, that as a son wiiis father

he served with me ithe gospel.23Therefore | hope to send him at once, as soon

as | see how it goes with mé&But | trust in the Lord that | myself shall also
come shortlyPhil. 2:19-24

Reading this text in Philippians about Paul and Timothy; and reading 1,2
Timothy 7 there is certainly a host of powerful directions and applications for
young men and for gospel preachers. All preachers should read 1, 2 Timothy
over and over. All who listen to preachers and deal with preachers, should
OAAA OEA OOT OU § dEectiok tb TirwEhiJz rébéathdly0 A O

But the story reaches outside those who preach and teach and lead 7 to all of
us, speaking to us of these traits of character that should be proven and
seen in each of us. And these are things you must work on for a lifetime.
Unselfish humility 7 leading you to sincerely care for people, and to devote
yourself z not to your own thingsput to the things of Christ.

And parents! If you are impressed by Timothy. If you admire how he
developed and you see the value of his proven character...

Listen to this 7 2 Tim. 3:14-15.

Qu

14But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured

of, knowing from whom you have learndldem, 15and that from childhood you

have known the Holy Scriptures, which aable to make you wise for salvation

through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

You want to raise a Timothy? Start early. Enable them to learn Scripture and
be certain they see Scripture applied in you! Be the mother and grandmother
Timothy had.

If parents, preachers, elders and all other Christians will find young Christian
men and develop them as Paul developed Timothy, the results will be visible,
valuable and pleasing to God.
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Christ Came Into The World
1Tim. 1:15

Jim McDonald

O & A E O E Aéying dahdwofihy 8f all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
ET O OEA x1 OI A O OAOA(1GHkIL:158 Tho phraje £ x
O&AEOQOE £OI Ei® essoridly aOtfadbmdrlC éf Paul. Other New
Testament writers use the word O Z£A E GoEdECribéd God, brethren, and
martyrs, and John wrote, 04 EAOA OAUET CO A QMet. £89E OE A
5:22, Rev. 2:13; Rev. 22:6), but Paul uses the expression most frequently,

albeit exclusively in his letters to Timothy and Titus (1 Tim. 1:15; 3:9; 4:9; 2

Tim. 2:11; Ti. 3:8). The phrase means that what he had written or was about

O xOEOA xAO Oi i AOCEET ¢ OEA OAAAAO AI
OOAAAEAOOT AGO AT A EAEOCEAEOITAOGO T &£ 1
again by all writers in the scriptures.

It is a faithful sayingthat O# EOE OO * AOOO AAI A ET OI
AEA AAOGAT O T £ #EOEOO O1 OAAOOA OEITI
Jesus Himself, or those who wrote of his coming to the earth. 0' T A OAT O
Soninto the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might
AA OAJQ AR:47). In the gospel Jesus said He came OOEAO xA [ EC

AC
|

AAOT AAT(o 10:18)AfadHe might OOAAE AT A OAOA OEAC(

(Mt. 18:11); that He came O 6t to be ministered to, but to minister unto and to
CEOA EEO 1 E/&EA (Mk 10:A5). Dis this l#&Her@ersk vhictspells

i 00 EOOO Ei x #EOEOO xI OI A OAAOOA 1 A1 G
This truth was spoken by Jesus, as well as of him by His disciples. Jesus said, O)

e i

EO |

I'AU AT x1T 1T U | gnBR:155m00'T OADLERBDIBT OA EAQ
OEEOh ET OEAO EA 1 AU(nAs:28]. O E£EEO I EGEAOECE%
the New Covenant which is poured out for many Uint OAT EOOEML 1
26:28). It was of Him Paul wrote, 0& T O xEEI A xA xAOA xAA
died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: for
peradventure for the good man some one would even dare to die. But, God
commerded his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
AEAA @EbnD5:688D Bhis love of Christ for us is the core of the gospel. Of

this Paul wrote, O# EOEOO AEAA £ O 1 00 OELIG®Gh AA
15:4).
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That Christ came into the world OOT O A O Arompked Hal © @dte,
Ol £ xET 1 YTAI OAEBADEAATI A AOA 0AOI 60 x|
of Christians and his exceeding madness against them was seldom far from his
mind. And what is even more astonishing is the fact that although Paul had
likely been a Christian 30 years when he wrote this letter during which years
he had suffered as few men suffer for the Lord, and that he had labored more
exceedingly than all the rest of the apostles; the acuteness of what he formerly
had been and done led him to speak in the presenttense: O/ £ xET 1 ) Al

Did Paul question his eternal security? Absolutely not. He knew he had
obtained mercy, that he had been forgiven. He knew that to OAADA OO Al
with Christ wouldA A OAOU @Al :2A. AOekphot2d that a crown of
life was laid up for him; that God would preserve him unto His heavenly
kingdom (2 Tim. 4:8, 18). Still -- despite all his labors; his sufferings, his trials,
he could only account himself the chief of sinners, saved by the mercy of God.
30AE A OPEOEO AO 0AOQOI 600€ED GEAGAA®EI Q
OEAI 1T AA EOI AT AA AT A EA OEAIk1EQ) Al AOE

-- Jim McDonald

We Are the Church of Christ
The church is the family of God
Topical Article
By Jon W. Quinn

Jesus said that He would build His church. He did (Matthew 16:18). First we
see that this building project is Christ's: "I will build..." It's easy to fall into the
trap of thinking that "we" are the key to the survival of the church. We are
not. You're not, and I am not. He is the key. He is the designer.

Second, the Church belongs to Him: "..My church." Christ is the head of
the church (Ephesians 5:23). Before anyone casts the church off as
unnecessary, remember who it belongs to.

Third, the Church will survive: "..and the gates of Hades shall not
overpower it." Church buildings crumble and fall, congregations splinter and
divide, Christians may not always be what they ought to be -- but through it all
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God's people continue to gather, worship and work (and will continue to do
so) until He returns.

Jesus is Committed to His Church
I doubt that any passage of Scripture says it plainer than what Paul
wrote to Ephesus about the commitment of Jesus to His church:

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her,

26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word,

27 that He might present to Himself the church inl &kr glory, having no spotor |
xOETETA T O ATU OOAE OEEiTicn AOO OEAC(
(Ephesians 5:2827)

Question: If the "church" is that valuable to Jesus, should we value it
any less? Should we treat lightly that for which Jesus gave His own blood
(Acts 20:28)?

Remember: The church is a body not a building; the church is
people; it is not a place. The word literally means "the called out." And
people are the ones called by God. Jesus died for people (1 Timothy 2:5).

Two Extremes

Some almost seem to worship a place. They see the church as a location,
a building, a tradition that helps them feel secure in familiar routines. These
may suggest that the church is necessary, but perhaps not for the right
reasons.

Others see no need for the church at all. Again, this is often because of a
misunderstanding of what the church is. When you were born again, God
added you to His church, or that called out body of saved people (Acts 2:47; 1
Timothy 3:15).

But you and I need more than the universal church in order to grow,
succeed, and thrive spiritually. I know this is so because God says so.
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One of the greatest blessings that man can know is that of having a
strong, loving family where the members love one another. Well, am I talking
about a physical family or a spiritual family here? It is hard to tell since the
statement is true of both. There is need for a family!

It is in the context of a good family we grow physically as we share the
blessings of the home. We are nourished, trained, provided for when we are
young. When we grow older, we start our own family and become the
providers, trainers and nourishers. There are great blessings as members of a
good family for both young and old.

These things are so whether we are discussing a physical family or a
spiritual family. In the context of a local church we grow spiritually in a way
that is parallel to growth in a physical family. Trying to grow in Christ apart
from the local church is like a child trying to raise himself without a family. It
doesn't work very well.

The local church is a place where the truth of the gospel can be
consistently proclaimed and we can grow into mature and strong Christians.
We will learn from one another and find support and love a mutually
beneficial blessing. We learn to rejoice, grieve, and grow together in Christ.
But again, the church can help its individual members only to the extent that
they are willing to be involved.

Community
The local church is about healthy and holy relationships in Christ.
Detachment and aloofness ought to be avoided.

4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not
have the same function,

5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually memtreesof
another.

6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is
to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his
faith;

7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;
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8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who
leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
(Romans 12:48)

There ought to be a strong sense of community and accountability to
and with one another. Though there might be different functions all have
responsibilities to do their parts as a body. It is about emotional support and
spiritual care.

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.

10 Be devoted to one anath in brotherly love; give preference to one another in
honor,

11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,

13 contributing to the needs of the saints;geticing hospitality.
(Romans 12:913)

It is important that you belong to a local church which preaches the
gospel in its simplicity and truth. It is the gospel that is God's power to save.
Being an active part of a faithful local church is an appropriate and necessary
goal to have if [ am going to receive the encouragement that he Lord says I
need. The local church is a family, designed by God for our spiritual growth
and progress.
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The Plan of Salvation
By Jon W. Quinn

Plan #1 - God's Plan
Announced by the apostles, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to new believers in
Christ who asked what they must do:

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him
both Lord and Christ -- this Jesus whom you crucified." Now when they heard
this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" Peter said to them, "Repent, and each
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

(Acts 2:36-38).

Plan #2 - Man's Doctrine

On the back page of a tract, sinner were urged to pray this prayer to be saved.
This prayer is not found in the Bible; nor were alien sinners commanded to
pray for their forgiveness.

The Sinner's Prayer:

"0' Lord, I accept that I am a sinner and that Jesus died for my sins. I now
accept Him into my heart as Lord and Savior asking for your mercy and
forgiveness in His name. Amen."

The editors of Expository Files are happy with plan #1 and thankful to the God
of all grace for it. We cannot recommend Plan #2 at all, but will change our
minds when this prayer can be shown to us in the Bible.
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Final Page
Go And Find

| do not recall the source (book, sermon, conversation?), but | remember well the
essence of the story about . . .

. . . this young man (say 21) who went to a nursing home with a group of
Christian friends. Their custom was to make it a point to see people who
generally had no visitors. The point was simply to make friends with them and
discover what they might do to help. The visits were brief with occasional
follow-ups.

But this was a life-changing experience for the young 21 year old, who was
handsome, healthy and anxious to get this over with.

ylT OEA oOii1ih A AOAEI 1 AT ET EEO 1 AOA
been unresponsive for several months after a major stroke. The old man
watched over her and frequently talked to her, assuming she heard and
understood everything.

The young man Z in an effort to make some conversation 7 looked over to a
black and white picture well framed and placed on the bedside table, and
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a crucial lesson he would remember the rest of his life.
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appreciate now. I knew her stunning physical beauty, good health, wit and
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young man. But I knew [ wanted to make the journey from youth to old age
with her. I could see then, beyond her physical beauty. I loved her inner
character, love for life, respect for God. And [ knew she would be a good wife
and mother, not because of the arrangement of her face, but because of her

central virtue. So you see, she is more beautiful to me now than on our
xAAAET ¢ AAus 7A EAOA AgGPAOEAT AAA 1 EE

18 | Expository Files — October, 2010

A A




together and our love for each other has not been changed by our aging
bodies. Now, young man, go out there and findawomanlEEA OEE 086

Choking, the young man left the room. They became good friends. And as the
young man sat in a Bible class a few days later, it just all came together when
he heard this:

IWives, likewisehe submissive to your own husbands, that even if soraendt
obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their
wives,2when they observe your chaste condacicompaniedoy fear.3Do not let
your adornment bemerely outward? arranging the hair, wearing gold, or
putting on fine apparel “4ratherlet it be the hidden person of the heart, with
the incorruptible beautyof a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the
sight of GodcFor in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in
God also adorned themselves, being sigsive to their own husband8as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and
are not afraid with any terror.

"Husbands, likewise, dwell witthem with understanding, giving honor to the
wife, as to the weaker vessahd asbeingheirs together of the grace of life, that
your prayers may not be hindered.

1 Peter 3:1-7
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